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By Shannon Kelly, Internal Communications intern

IT's Paula Burwell holds a favorite item in her collection
of Carle memorabilia – an adhesive bandage dispenser.

Employee’s collection offers a unique look at Carle’s history 

Published on 11/30/2015 

Paula Burwell has been a Carle employee since 1981 working in Accounting, Hospital 
Administration, Internal Auditing, Hospital Patient Accounts and Hospital Registration. 
She is now part of the EPIC team located at East University IT where she works as a 
business systems analyst.

She said the reason that she’s been at Carle for 30-plus years is because of all the 
opportunities she’s had try different positions, while staying in the same Carle family. 

“I have an accounting degree and there were always other places to go and new jobs 
to do at Carle. I didn’t have to go to a different company and start all over with 
different people; I could go to different departments within Carle and get a whole 
different perspective,” said Burwell.

Besides holding a number of different jobs during her time at Carle, Burwell has also 
been making a mark on Carle’s history in another way – by collecting memorabilia.

Burwell began collecting Carle memorabilia when she worked in Hospital Accounting, 
one of her first positions at Carle. When there were extra Carle souvenirs floating around the office, she was always the one to keep them.

“It started out as a silly little thing like ‘Just give it to Paula she’ll keep it,’ because I don’t like to 
throw things away,” Burwell said.

Over the years, word about Burwell's collection spread to different Carle departments and she 
became known as “the girl who had all of the Carle collectable memorabilia.”

Burwell currently displays her collection at EUIT, where the shelves of memorabilia are a sea of 
red and white showcasing clothes, toys and souvenirs from over the years. And while the display 
at EUIT is impressive in itself, Burwell has two more shelves at home where she keeps the more 
fragile items she’s acquired.

“On my 25th anniversary we were allowed to pick out a gift, and I chose a glass dome 
anniversary clock with a Carle insignia on the base of it,” said Burwell. “And the Heart Center 
Bear, which was given to me from the Heart Center, has special meaning because both my 
parents had heart procedures here at Carle.”

Big and small, Burwell said that all the items in her collection are special to her.

“It all has some kind of meaning to me. I either remember how I got it or who gave it to me. 
Some things I have are personal to me and would not mean anything to anybody else.”

One of her favorite items is a Band-Aid dispenser that contains Band-Aids with Carle printed on 
them. Burwell said she always thought this was a cute souvenir and a good advertisement for 
Carle.

Her oldest item was given to her by a co-worker in Hospital Accounting who has since retired. It is 
a postcard of Carle’s old buildings that used to be sold in the gift shop. The exact date is 
unknown, but she expects it to be from late 60s or early 70s.

She also has a notepad that she used when she was first starting at Carle during the 80s.

As Burwell’s collection has gained popularity over the years, people always give her new items to add. Many of her items came from her co-
workers or directors from different departments.

“Once in a while I’ll reach out to somebody like an executive vice president or a director that got something that the normal folks don’t get and 
I’d say ‘you know, I’d really like to add that to my collection’ and most times they’re very generous and very willing to, because they all kind of 
get a kick out of it too,” Burwell said.

She even receives gifts from family 
members for her collection. 

“At one point in time my daughter-in-
law, my son and my daughter all worked 
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at Carle. So, they talked about who was 
going to inherit the Carle collection, and 
it was a funny family joke. A couple years 
for Christmas I would get different Carle 
things, and now I just have so much that 
they’re like ‘No we’re not getting you 
anything else.’”

With hundreds of items already in her 
collection, Burwell is unsure what she will 
do with her memorabilia in the future. 
She hopes Carle will display some of the 
larger items so both patients and 
employees can enjoy them.

But for right now, Burwell’s collection 
offers employees a chance to see Carle’s 
history from a visual perspective, and it is 
valued by many. 

“Employees that have been here for over 
20 years will walk over and pick 
something up off the shelf and say ‘Oh my gosh, I remember when we got these,’ and it’s just kind of fun seeing others get excited about a 
different perspective on Carle’s history.” 
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Kelly Stromley 12/7/2015 11:03 AM Delete

This is awesome!!!

Lana Friedman 12/1/2015 7:48 PM Delete

Paula you are waaay cool!  I love it.  What a great piece of Carle history as well as local history!  Keep on collecting!

Candy Wilson 12/1/2015 12:55 PM Delete

I too, have the Carle Band-Aid dispenser --- I always carry it in my purse. It's a great idea to have a special place for all Paula's collection 
to be displayed for employee's and patients to see. (Hopefully with dates on how old they are)

Haley McConaha 12/1/2015 10:24 AM Delete

Love it! This is so cool!!

Molly Jackson 11/30/2015 12:30 PM Delete

How cool is this!!! 
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