
Dear Editor: 
 
I’m writing in response to your article titled “Trump's vow to scrap the Paris climate change 
accord faces skepticism from corporations and GOP moderates” 
 
The article mentions many big businesses that are in support of the Paris Climate Agreement 
due to the impacts that climate change has already had on them.  
 
I work for a J1 visa sponsor, and although my company is small, the industry is large. We place 
international students at summer jobs across the USA. The employers that we work with in 
Tennessee and Wyoming were recently affected by wildfires and floods respectively. This 
caused housing to be damaged and required students to be relocated, which ultimately cost the 
employers money. These “natural disasters” are influenced by climate change.  
 
This is just one industry that will continue to be impacted by climate change if action isn’t taken. 
Democracy should be the voice of the people, and it is obvious that people and businesses in 
the USA want and need to be protected by climate change. 
 
The Paris Agreement is a key player in making this happen, and if Trump doesn’t unite America 
with the hundreds of other countries that signed this agreement, then he is never going to make 
America great again. 
 
Sincerely, 
Shannon Kelly 
Elmhurst, IL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Editor: 
 
I am disgusted (yet not surprised) that Scott Pruitt was confirmed head of the Environmental 
Protection Agency. It is ironic that he is going to do the exact opposite of what his job 
description calls for and has actually sued the organization that he is now in charge of.  
 
In the article, it says that one of Pruitt’s lawsuits against the EPA was regarding the expansion 
of the Clean Water Act. I had the privilege to work with Environment Illinois in 2014 when this 
regulation was being considered. There were loopholes in the Clean Water Act that allowed big 
polluters to dump waste in small rivers and streams that were not protected by the act.  
 
Before the Clean Water Act was strengthened, only waterways that were navigable by boat 
were protected. From our understanding of basic science, small waterways flow into bigger 
waterways. Eventually the toxic waste that is dumped in the smaller, unprotected waterways in 
Illinois will end up impacting Lake Michigan, which is provides drinking water, tourism and 
transportation to millions of people. Luckily this act was strengthened under the Obama 
administration.  
 
As we learned from the examples that happened in Flint and Toledo, if you do not protect the 
water in your community, the health of your people and the economy will suffer. Water is a key 
component in our bodies, in the food we eat, the clothes we wear and the houses we build. 
Pruitt must acknowledge its value and the importance of all environmental protections before 
our country as we know it collapses.  
 
Sincerely, 
Shannon Kelly 
Elmhurst, IL 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cnn.com/2016/03/04/us/flint-water-crisis-fast-facts/
https://www.nrdc.org/media/2015/150731

